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You greek, me greek

Michael Cooper was forced to discontinue his painting efforts Monday when a
controversy erupted over what he should include in the mural on the wall of
You Greek, Me Greek. The controversy was quickly resolved.

SEE FULL STORY ON PAGE 5 »



‘Greek’ mural wall controversy resolved

By Megan Moriarty
mmoriarty@nashvillecitypaper.com

For a few hours Monday, it
looked as though a tradition that
goes back a decade might end.

The controversy concerned a
wall. The wall in question is a
famous one — the You Greek,
Me Greek wall on West End
Avenue painted with the like-
nesses of Vanderbilt's foothall
and basketball coaches.

The controversy was over who
owned the wall and what could
be painted on it.

It started when muralist
Michael Cooper began replacing
the face of former foothall

eoach Woody Widenhofer with
new head coach Bobby Johnson
and updating the likeness of
Lady Commaodore’s head coach
Jim Foster.

Cooper, who painted the origi-
nal mural more than 10 vears
ago, has been contracted by
Vanderbilt to create every new
coach’s portrait on the wall.

Cooper said he was asked by
store owner Steve Roppel, who
leases the space, to paint his logo
on the front of the building.
Roppel then changed his mind
and requested that Cooper add it
to the coaches’ wall.

“1 said, ‘No, it's Vanderbilt's

mural,” Cooper said. “So he got
upset, he said it's his wall and
he’ll paint the whole thing black
and put his own name up there.”

Roppel declined to comment.

Cooper called it quits for the
day leaving the Vanderbilt
coaches’ images undone and
looking a little scary.

“It's not my best work,”
Copper laughed. “So 1 would like
to get this resolved. I've never
been in a situation like this
before. Fighting over a wall.”

Cooper will be back today to
finish the wall, which will now
include Roppel’s logo at
Vanderbilt's request. &



JAROH MILLERSTAFF

Artist chhul Cooper stands in front of his mural that marks the new Centennial High gym. The
Cougars played their first home game last week.




Mural, mural on the wall,

be a part as artist michael cooper begins
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Church Siree’s going

his work on the mural at church street park
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Duwntnwr: Nashville turns its attention to art
& culture, impact of new stadium

A rvew mural amd 4 new task force, ini-
tamlives the Mashwille Downiown
Pannership launchied last year, will
ensure Mashville’s downtown remains
an anraclive destination lor residents
and visitors,

Stadium Games Task Force
Helping downtown merchanis and resi-
dents get ready for the Tennessee Otlers
is the emphasis of the NDPS new
Stacliwm Games Task Foroe,
“Dowmiowan Mashville will lave
maoe visitors and mose national atien-
tion when e new stadinm opreas,” said
Lewis Lavine of The Ingram Group,

who serves a5 (ask force chair. “We
wanl o make sure everyone enjoys the
increased exposure, businesses, resi-
dents and visitors, because it will bene-
fit the entire area.”

The,_task force will focus on commu-
nlcatkon sialegies, primarily o inlomm
visilors about parking, transportation
and entertalnment options; the public
aboaut game sctivities and times: and,
BovErmneEnl agencics about infrasinac-
ture needs

Task force members inclusde repre-
sentalives from downiown businesses
and non-profic organizations, and Meino
povernment,

IN TOWN THIS MOMNTH. . .

A livfrg of comventions briging 1,000 or more aftendess is Mashvills in January 1993,

—— e oy

Dlts EYINT LOCATION # ATTENDEES
fan 311 Chilknny' Poators Cenl Opryfand 1,174
ban 4-11 Premier Dasign Ciprydead 1,170
ban 715 Amar Football Comshes Aain Oprvond 2,640
Jan 1318 Setrer bni Copwne Plazs 1,400
fos 1517 Hatl High School Asn RangissnncsMCC 1Lo0d
1420 Amar Correctional Asn Cprdand 2200
1624 Shorwin Wilioms Oprvland 4,860
fon 1831 Mol Baplisl Cere Ranaatin nzin Dty Hily 1,400
kn 2327 Monal Opeyhord 1470
n2*fab 5 Mo Religisus Bioodsouery Olesrylened [ L
I9I0 Uritgd Meth Church Youh Betreat  REongigsonce,/NCC 1,500
27.Feb 37 Mol Assn of Wheat Growsr Renaissance/WCC 1,000 |
HFeb 7 Amar Heesl Aun Opeyland 1,400

otal Number of Conventions for January: 121

ireet Impacts 520,078 534,00

Commercial Real Estate Specialists

& Property Management and Leasing

Mew Mural

A commitee of downtown business
awmners and city oflicials has commis-
sioned artist Michael Cooper to paint a
muwral on the Work & Greer building,
206 Capinal Blvd., facing the new
Chuech Street pocket park.

The MDF is coondinating the projeet,
initiated by building owners Dwigh
Waork and Eonmy Greer.

Cooper is an experienced arlse spe.
n'.'ial'iziug in Inrge-wnlf Inlerior and exie-
rlor murals

His mast recent work inclwdes a
series of murals at the Rutherford
':Lll.llll.:.' Y MCAY Teen and F.lr.ntl}' Cenber,

Sural commitee members inclucle
represeniatives [rom Woark & Greer, PO,
Meero Board of Parks and Recreaclon,
Public Library of Mashville & Davidson
{'.:'-um:.. Mletra Ans Codnmimission,

| Watkins Institate College of An &

Design, The Cumberland Apartments,
Gabbell Hays Partners, Inc., and Urban
Residential Interests.

The bl.:l]l.illlg'h- OWHRETS, E:.L'kgn:-u nd
America, Inc., The Cumberbaml

| Apartments, Powell Building Growp,

Steve and Judy Twrner, the Mashville
Downioan Pannesship and other down-
town busineswes ame pmuullng the [ro-
Jeets lunding.

The mural project, whish bepan in
December 1998, will become another
lixture in the NDPs growing Avenue of
the Atts project, an initiative 1o highlight
the downtown area’s artistic and culteral
offerings from Lafapene 5. 1w the
Biceniennial Mall.

For more inlormaiion on the
Siadiom Games Task Force or the doan-
wown mural project, contact Sarn Miller,
MNOF member relaclons manager, ap 259.
£763,

The Mazhville Downiown
Partnceship, an afliliage of the Nashwille
Chamber, is dedicated to planning, man-
aging and developing the downiown area
i lie vibeanl urban cenier of ihe
iashwille area. &



Downtown mural pays
tribute to county’s history

Eﬂm ADKINS

hlichae] Cooper wall be
easy 0o spd over Lhe next
three Wi,

The Fronklin adis s
painting the mew misral in
dowmown Dickson on the
WIDKN bulding on College
Slree

The mural was unvedled
Saturday night during 3
reception &l Restorsthos
Place, The meception wos
hostedl by the Commuenity
Aris Developmend, the orgi-
nization belnnd the 525000
mural = the first psece of pub-
lic artwark in the couniy.

A few of the county's jew-
el will b highlighted im the
mural, which depicts a
“Gireetings  from  Dicksos
County” postcard.

It will feature the railnsd
inclustry, the miliry, (ke his-

e Dickson  County
Cousthouse, Old Timers Liay,
Moaigomery Bell Stae Park
amd "I'IL Remissnces Cemier,

Cooper pans 10 have the
el findshied by Obd Timers
Dy, which i ibe (st wesk-
e in Moy,

Cooper, a  well-known
artisd in the Midsouth, said
he's excited aboul painting
ithe ol

Cooper sald it's importam
for comminities 1o display
public amwark, such i
mufals because Mit's some-
thing thal stims the soul and
it's soimetling that makes
peopke alk,”

‘pper s paimted several
large-seale mumals in diem-
towr  Mnshwville, |r.t'|l.r:|:rl-1:
ome seruss froe the Nasbville
Puhlic Libmry asd at the
Arcole, Perhaps his meost recs
ogmizable ofe @5 the

Vamderhill cosches mural at
You Greek Me Grock oa West
End Avenue.

“Bveryone keows shout
the Vanderbilt coaches one,”
Cooper said.

Coopier bas been painting
for aboul 15 years.

= have simply olwaya
paimted lamge,” he  said
“Oehers paint o canvai. |
mever did thak, | always past-
ed o walls”
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Don't miss a single issue of
The Dickson Herald

& fewi of the county's jewals will be highlighted in the mural,
whilch deplcis a “Welcome to Dickson County” posteand, It will
feature the rallroad industry, the military, the historie Dickson
Caunty Courthouss, Old Timars Day, Montgomery Bell Stale

Park and The Renaissance Genter, L

Sec mor
photograghs from,
the Commanity Ams
Dievelopumsent®s
feCCptinn ot
Reatoraivon Place
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